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CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Question without Notice 570 — Answer Advice 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.08 pm]: Earlier in question time, 
Hon Peter Collier asked a question without notice on behalf of Hon Michael Mischin to me, representing the 
Attorney General. I have the answer now and I seek leave to have it incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave denied. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: The answer provided to me is as follows. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) It was obtained from the chief executive of the Corruption and Crime Commission on 2 April 2020. The 
document was covered by a certificate under section 152(4)(c) of the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct 
Act 2003 certifying that the disclosure of matters arising from the exercise of functions and powers by the 
commission under the act was necessary in the public interest and may be disclosed to the Attorney General 
and the Premier for the purpose of informing persons of information relevant to and necessary for the 
appointment of a Corruption and Crime Commissioner. 

(3) The document was received by the Attorney General’s office. It was not transmitted to the Premier’s office, 
nor that of any other minister. 

(4) No. 

(5) The quotes the member has attributed to me are in the incorrect order. Of the criminal investigation, 
I said —  

… there had to be an investigation about what was on the computer and whether it involved the 
sexual exploitation of minors overseas.  

Of the Corruption and Crime Commission inquiry, I said — 

That is still a current, ongoing inquiry, and a computer is locked away in Parliament somewhere 
with that evidence. That has not yet been examined in detail. 

This inquiry is ongoing, and in his interim report—a warning at the end of the report said that 
this is an interim report—the commissioner said that Operation Betelgeuse is ongoing. 

Of the criminal investigation, I refer the member to a media statement by the Chair of the Legislative Council 
Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges dated 22 December 2019 stating — 

The Committee has in fact been co-operating with the Western Australia Police Force (WAPOL) 
from the date it became aware of a related police investigation on 27 September 2019. 

The Privileges Committee and WAPOL have agreed to memoranda of understanding to permit 
WAPOL access to all devices, including the laptops whilst protecting material subject to 
parliamentary privilege. 

On the CCC investigation, I refer the member to paragraphs 10 and 11 of the CCC report “Misconduct Risks 
in Electorate Allowances for Members of Parliament”, which state — 

Operation Betelgeuse is a continuing operation utilising all powers available to the Commission. 
This interim report does not conclude the Commission’s investigation. 

Moreover, when Supreme Court proceedings instituted by the President of the Legislative 
Council against the Commission are resolved, and if the Legislative Council decides to release any 
material it holds to the Commission, that material will be evaluated. The Commission believes 
there is significant evidentiary material contained on the former member’s laptop computer and 
two hard drives that were in his possession until recently. 
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